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“Hearing and Receiving Difficult Doctrines”

INTRO
Jn 6:60-71 .... The Conclusion of a Lengthy Discourse

% There are probably very few parts of the Bible which contain so many “deep things” as the sixth
chapter of St. John* J.C. Ryle, “Expository Thoughts on John”, vol 1, p. 382

% These are difficult verses— this section of John’s Gospel may be among the most difficult portions

of the book to assimilate— yet they are verses that carry us deep into the mind and heart of God.*”
James M. Boice, “The Gospel of John”, vol 2, p. 481

Difficulty to the INITIAL AUDIENCE

Difficulty to HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY

JOHN 6 .... DO THESE VERSES REALLY MEAN WHAT THEY SAY?
Jn 6:37-40
“ALL that the Father gives Me...”
John 17:6-9 .... NOTE: The Father Gives .... but Not Everyone in the World is Given

Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, tl’leﬂ began re:joicing and glori%ing the word of
the | ord, and as many as were appointec{ to eternal life believed.

Acts 16:13-14 And on the Sabbath clag we went outside the gatetoa riverside, where we were
suPPosing that there would be a Place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the
women who had assembled. 14 A woman named Lgdia, from the city of Thgatira, a seller of
Purp!e fabrics, a worshiper of GGod, was |is‘cening; and the | ord openecl her heart to resPona

to the things spol(en }33 Faul. NASU

“ALL ... will come” ... Not Most, Many, or Some— but ALL (If God “Opens Your Heart”, “Draws”,
or “Appoints” you, you WILL COME)

John 10:14-16

Kom 8:29-30 For those whom he foreknew he also Prcdcstincc{ to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And
those whom he Prcc{cstincd he also called, and those whom he called he alsojusthcied, and
those whom thustiFied he also g|ori1cied.
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“ALL who come ... will never be cast out or lost”

In this verse, "Losing Salvation” becomes an issue of Christ Losing One Whom the Father
Had Given Him — not some individual Christian being the one who does the losing. In this
passage, it is Christ who is the KEEPER of Those Who Are saved and this keeping is likened to
Christ Doing the Will of the Father. For any to be lost would not be an indictment of the one
who was lost, but of the one who was keeping him!! (This is again reflected in Jn 17)

Jn 10:27-29

Rom 8:29-39

% Okay, perhaps no one else can snatch me from God’s hand. But what if I myself wriggle free

and jump out of my own accord? Is your power of choice greater than God’s? Is your will more
powerful than his? When Jesus says, “No one...,” that surely includes you and me ourselves. Jesus
does not say, “No one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand; oh, that is, except for every one
of the sheep.” He does not say, “No one except for the person himself.” In Romans 8:38-39, all
creatures are excluded as a threat to salvation. In John 10:28-29, the Creator himself is exclude as
well.*® Sam Storms, “Chosen for Life”, p. 96

“EVERYONE... who looks and believes”

- Human Responsibility is NEVER Excluded from God’s Sovereign Works, but NOR is it the
BASIS

V. 43-47

“No one CAN come”

The biblical description of fallen humanity is one of moral & willful inability. This doesn't mean
that man does not have the physical, mechanical, or intellectual capacity to come, but that his fallen,
sinful condition will not come.

% ... we must carefully remember that it is moral inability and not physical inability that He

speaks of. We are not to suppose that any man can have a sincere and hearty wish to come to
Christ, and yet be prevented by some mysterious impotence. The impotence lies in man’s will. He
cannot come because he will not come.® ]J.C. Ryle, “Expository Thoughts on John”, vol1, p. 389

John 8:43, 47
1 Cor2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the SPirit of God, for t}wcg are Fo”y to him,

and he is not able to understand them because thcg are spiritua”g discerned. F SV

Rom 8:5-7 [or those who live accor&ing to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 T o set the mind on the
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 FFor the mind that is set on the flesh
is hostile to (God, for it does not submit to (God's law; indeed, it cannot. © SV

Rom 3:9-11 “...a”, both chs and (Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written: ‘None is rightcous, no not one;

i1 noone undcrstands; no one seeks for Goc[”

Biblical Descriptions of fallen man include: “Dead” ... “Enslaved, held captive” ... “Blind” ...
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— How do we get from these verses to Jn 6:37
“...whoever comes to me I will never cast out”

17 ” 7 5 ] %
iy g § - $

“UNLESS... the Father draws him”

% this ‘drawing’ activity of the Father cannot be reduced to what theologians sometimes call

‘prevenient grace’ dispensed to every individual, for this ‘drawing’ is selective, or else the negative
note in v. 44 is meaningless.*® D.A. Carson, “The Gospel According to John”, [PNTC], p. 293
— Also, the explanation Jesus offers for their unbelief in v. 65 doesn't make any sense.

v. 45 ... Expounds on the idea of "DRAWING”

—"ALL" is a term defined by CONTEXT. It cannot mean “ALL HUMANS" otherwise it would
include these people who do not believe and would be a doorway into universalism.
— “ALL" = “they who are taught by God” [TAUGHT = “heard and learned”]

Deut 29:2-4 And Moses summoned all ]srael and said to them: "You have seen
all that the L. ORD did before your eyes in the land of Eggpt, to Fharaoh
and to all his servants and to all his land, 3 the great trials that your eyes saw,
the signs, and those great wonders. 4 Put to this day the | ORD has not

givcn you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear.

% Jesus proceeds to explain what kind of ‘drawing’ the Father exercises. When
he compels belief, ...it is by an insight, a teaching, an illumination implanted

within the individual,® D.A. Carson, “The Gospel of John,” [PNTC], p. 293

) " x* g D * + & , 1§ *+
% Election is an act of God before creation in which he chooses some people to be
saved, not on account of any foreseen merit in them, but only because of his
sovereign pleasure.® Wayne Grudem, “Systematic Theology”, p. 670

WHY TEACH IN THIS AREA? ... Why Teach the Hard Passages of Scripture?

- ? . " / & % 4 (in this
instance it is Jesus presentation that brings us to this topic)(Jesus will do that again in Jn 10)
— How Does JESUS Get to the Doctrine of Election from a Discussion about the Bread of Life? — it
is his explanation of their UNBEL IEF.
— This is how PAUL gets to Election in Rom 9 — the UNBELIEF Exhibited by Israel calls
into question the promised Purpose of God.
NOTE: In both these places, their Unbelief is Not Explained by Declaring Their
Free Will Choice— but rather God’s Sovereign Purpose. (Although there are
others places where the responsibility of unbelief is placed squarely on man)
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For SOME.... “Election” COMPLICATES their understanding of the LOVE OF GOD — but the
Alternative of an INCOMPLETE, SIMPLIFIED view of the Love of God is not Acceptable!!

i( 2 33 2 4. ) 526 7

— NOTE on Interpreting Difficult Passages: One Should Never make his case for any
particular doctrine from a narrow selection of Scripture. If this were the only place where Election
were taught, we would need to be careful to consider the weight of this doctrine (in the absence
of other support).

% The Old Testament uses the verb ‘bahar’ (to choose, elect, decide) some ninety-two

times to refer “to God’s sovereign action, the normative divine initiative which is
accountable to none.” ... The word “indicates God’s prerogative in deciding what shall

happen, independently of human choice.” Robert Yarbrough, “Still Sovereign”, p. 47

2 Tim 2:10 There?ore ] endure evergthing for the sake of the elect s that theg also may
obtain the salvation that is in (Christ _Jesus with eternal g!org.

Titus 1:1 FPaul, a servant of (God and an aPost|e oF\)esus (Christ, for the sake of the faith of
God’s elect and their knowleclge of the truth,

I Feter P:1-2 Feter, an aPostle oxcjesus Cl’lrist, To those who are elect exiles of the
disPersion in Pontus, (Galatia, CaPPaclocia, Asia, and Bit!’lgnia, 2 accorcling to the
Foreknow!ec{ge of Gocl the I:ather,

% election is an important measuring rod for someone’s theology, since an acceptance or rejection of

this doctrine reveals at once whether a person is biblically correct on such other doctrines as the
nature and extent of sin, the bondage of the will, the full grace of God in salvation, and even the
presentation of the gospel.®® James M. Boice & Philip Graham Ryken, “The Doctrines of Grace”, p.
o1

8( ! 9 & * §
% This is no doubt a very humbling truth, and one which in every age has called forth the

hatred and opposition of man. The favorite notion of man is that he can do what he likes,—
repent or not repent, believe or not believe, come to Christ or not come, entirely at his own
discretion. In fact man likes to think that his salvation is in his own power. Such notions are

flatly contradictory to the text before us.*® J.C. Ryle, “Expository Thoughts on John”, p.388

1 Cori1:26-30 [Torconsider your ca”ing, brethren, that there were not many wise accor&ing to the
F!esh, not many mightg, not many noHe; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to
shame the wise, and (God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are
strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the clespised Gocl has chosen, the things that are
not, so that }‘le may nu”hcg the tl’xings that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God‘ 30 But
[33 His cloing you are in Christ Jesus, NASU

EP!’] 2:8-9 [or bg grace you have been saved tl’lrough faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
ghct of Gocl, 9 nota result of works, so that no one may boast.
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" * ) 4 Human responsibility is important and can never be
taken off the table... but it is not the center.
% When we consider the divine-human relationship more specifically, we realize that of the two
parties— God and us— priority must be given to God. God is Creator; we are his creatures. God
is infinitely rich and full; we are weak, empty, and in need of being filled. God is fully
independent and self-sufficient; we are deeply dependent and desperately needy....the priority in
this relationship belongs to God, not us. .... those in the Arminian tradition take a different fork
in the road, and by this they pursue a very different path. Whether they acknowledge this
explicitly or not, their clear tendency is to begin with understanding the nature and significance
of human life. We need to see they argue, that human persons are created as free beings, whose
freedom consists precisely in their God-given power of contrary choice ... Therefore, they assert,
we must begin with the nonnegotiable ‘truth’ about human life that asserts (1) that we are free,
and 2) that our freedom is libertarian .... therefore when we proceed to consider the nature of God
and his relationship with the world, we must shape our understanding of God so as not to
jeopardize or threaten our previous commitment to libertarian freedom.*® Bruce Ware, “God’s
Greater Glory”, p.63, 64
— The focus of Jesus discussion about unbelief in this passage is NOT on human
freedom, but on God'’s Purpose in Election

17} *& ” . &# 9 * $

) 17} $

These statements are LAUNCHING PADS for Evangelism — They tell us that in spite of
man’s HOSTILE, ENSLAVED, BLIND, DEAD Condition, People are Going to Come and Believe
the Gospel!!!

% The truth seems to be, not that Calvinism inhibits evangelism, but rather that it provides a spur to
it. Other things being equal, a Christian should evangelize better— more earnestly, more tirelessly,

mor

e expectantly— for being a Calvinist! Nor is this a matter of theory alone. Many if not most, of

the greatest evangelists that the Church as seen— men like Whitefield, Berridge, Rowlands,
Grimshaw, Baxter, Bunyan, Edwards, Spurgeon, Brainerd, McCheyne, Brownlow North, and many

mor

e— were Calvinists, and their record is magnificent.* ]J.I. Packer, “Collected Short Writings”,

vol 2, p. 209
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