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"The Most Important Thing About Your Faith Isn't Your Faith”

INTRO

- The IMPORTANCE of This Topic to the Hebrews: The OCCASION for the Letter to the Hebrews .... Faith
that is Fatigued, Stressed, & in a Condition of Weakness

- The IMPORTANCE of This Topic to US:

FAITH AS A FOUNDATION 1O OUR LIVES

It is Critical to Salvation ... Eph 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and this is not of your own doing, it is the gift of God, not as a result of works,
so that no one may boast.”

®

° E is Critical to Our Approach/Manner of Life .... Rom 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed
of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall live by faith."

o It is Critical to Our Ongoing Relationship with God .... Heb 11:6 “Without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who week him.

° It is Critical to Our Prayer Life .... Matt 21:21-22 And Jesus answered them, "Truly, I
say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been
done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown
into the sea,' it will happen. 22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if
you have faith."

o It is the Target of the Enemy’s Attack .... Luke 22:31-32 "Simon, Simon, behold,
Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed
for you that your faith may not fail

. It is a Prize to be Held on to ....2 Tim 4:6-7 For I am already being poured out as a
drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

If Faith is ASSURANCE— or as Kent Hughes states:
promised. ... It is a solid conviction resting on God’s words that makes the future
present and the invisible seen.® Kent Hughes, “Hebrews”, vol 2, p. 60

.... What is the BASIS FOR OUR CONFIDENCE?— This must be found in the OBJECT OF OUR
FAITH.
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‘THE OBJECT oF OUR FAITH

FAITH AS ITS OWN WORST ENEMY ... How Often Ideas on Faith have Become More About FAITH
than about the OBJECT of Our Faith.

® Enemy # 1 .... When the Goal of Faith Becomes "Just Having Faith”, rather
than Believing the Right Thing

o Can Faith be Meaningful in the Presence of Contradiction? .... Is it
Possible for Faith to be Beneficial if it Believe’s Something That's Not
True? .... Is "Sincere Faith” Enough? ....Does Sincere Belief Trump False
Belief?

- ISLAM vs CHRISTIANITY (Only 1 of these can be True)

Concerning Salvation:

: am “concerns men
and - women as they were created by God— not as fallen beings.” Muslims
do not recognize the inherent sin nature of man. Violation of the law of

Allah is simply due to human forgetfulness, not because of any internal
corruption. Repetitive prayer and Quranic recitation are established to
assist man’s poor memory.® Zaka & Coleman, “The Truth about Islam”,

P17

Concerning Jesus Christ:  (Islam has the following beliefs)

Heis NOT God  ..... "In blasphemy indeed are those that say God is
Christ.”(Sura 5:17)
He is NOT the Son of God ... "The Christians call Christ the Son of Allah—

Allah’s curse be on them.”(Sura 9:30)

... "It is not befitting to (the majesty of) Allah
that he should beget a son...” (Sura 19:35)

He was NOT crucified « "They did not kill him [Jesus], nor crucified him.
(Sura 4:157)

- The SCHISM in Christianity in the 16" Century
= Martin Luther & the Reformers
= The Council of Trent

.. If the OBJECT of Our Faith Matters— then All These Things Matter
R A " ® " — then WHAT You Believe Matters!

® Enemy #2 .... When Man is Maximized & God is Minimized in the Faith
Equation ....
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THE GREAT STRATEGY OF HEBREWS ...
Heb 12

v. 1 ... "Therefore” —

do not go'away d1sappomte . These cous

explmts and encourage the contemporary behever by then‘ persistent endurance. But it is
important to recognize at the start that the chapter cannot be taken in isolation. Its teaching
builds on what has gone before.® Raymond Brown, “The Message of Hebrews”, p. 196

.. The CRESCENDO of Hebrews —

— The Battle in Hebrews MUST BE OUR BATTLE TOO— to Keep the
Object of Christ in View at All Times

THIS RECURRING STRATEGY OF HEBREWS: (In its Occasion to Strengthen Faith)
- Consider where the Letter Begins .... Heb 1:1-4

- Heb 3:1-2 ... “Consider Jesus...
- Heb 4:14-16 ... “Let us have CONFIDENCE .... because of the Priestly Person of Christ

— Heb 8:1 .... “The reason we're saying all this (about the priesthood) — is to teach about
the person of Christ (Heb 8:6, 9:11, 15, )

— Heb 10:19 ... “therefore since we have confidence — because of the blood of Christ

Ultimately, any Crisis of Faith is a Crisis in Seeing and Trusting the Person & Work
of Christll

older, little one,” answered he. .. “Not because you are?” ... “T am not. But ¢ every year you
grow, you will find me bigger.” C.S. Lewis, “Prince Casp1an , p 1227124

— Hebrews has as a primary goal to Increase Our Faith— and it does so by Enlarging the
Object of Our Faith






