Lakeview Christian Center
Senes - “Preparing for the Next Chapter”

Saturday Celebration (2-4-06) “Preparing for the Next Chapter” (Pt. 2)
"The Malachi Challenge - PL. 2"

TITHING REALITIES
[ in the Body of Christ

m'Amenca conmbute& a mean of $649 to churches in'2000. Nearly
one«quarter of all born—agam Christians (23%) gave no money to a church in 2000. 120 of born
again Christians tithed their income to churches in 2000. Statistics from John Piper’s message
“Don’t Be Anxious Lay up Treasures in Heaven”

g%bibn up mesmeﬂzed by mateﬂahsm There s tremendous pféSsﬂre on famdies to spend spend ami
spend.” Then he adds, "I've heard that the generation that believed in the tradition of tithing is in

three places: retirement homes, nursing homes, or cemeteries.” .... In other words most baby
boomers and baby busters haven't embraced tithing. John Piper, “Toward the Tithe and
Beyond”

) @ LCC

This Touches Two Realities
(1) Practical/Functional Reality
. Will we be able to Fulfill God's Agenda if we don't do
things God's Way? (Prayer & Fasting, Giving, Evangelism, etc.)
(2) Heart Affection Reality

% What you do with every cent says something about your view of God and what he
means to you. And what your values are in this age. And what you think your few
years on earth should be spent for. John Piper, “Toward the Tithe and Beyond”

Mal 1:6-14 .... Malachi’'s Concern in this passage is over the "WORTH" of God
declared in their giving

That Tzas a very hoﬂow rmg to it 1f he doesn t give her any especmll_y time. Gwmg her some
evenings together and some dates does not deny that all his time is for her, it proves it. This is why
God declares one day in seven especially God's. They are all his, and making one special proves it.
..... And this is the way it is with our money and God. Giving God a tenth of our income does not
deny that all our money is God's, it proves that we believe it. Tithing is like a constant offering of
the first fruits of the whole thing. The tenth is yours, O, Lord, in a special way, because all of it is
yours in an ordinary way. John Piper. “Toward the Tithe and Beyond”

Mal 3:9-12

- In this passage Malachi Links their LIFE EXPERIENCE to How They are Relating to God Financially
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THE CURSES FROM HOwW WE HANDLE MONEY ... Mal 3:9

“CURSE" - can refer to Actions or Consequences that God Intervenes and Brings in
Our Lives, or Consequences that are Related to Our REAPING What We've SOWN

® The Curse of Earth-bound Affections ...

Matt 6:19-21 Du not store up for 30ur56|v<:5 treasures on carth. where moth and rust cl'cstro_lj, and
where thicves break in and steal. 20 "But store up for Hoursclvcs treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust c'lcstrotjs, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your

treasure is, there your heart wilt be also.

1Tim 6:6-10 ... The Danger of Wandering from the Faith

- "PANGS” = NT:3601 & state of severe emotional anxiety and distress (from
Greek-English Lexicon) NT:3601 consuming grief {from Thayer's Greek Lexicon)

— Do you have a Christianity that is INEFFECTIVE or PASSIONLESS?

— Do you have an ANGER or FRUSTRATION problem?

— Do you struggle with JEALOUSY or DISCONTENT or COMPLAINING?
... Have You Considered Your Illness May Be a FINANCIAL ILLNESS?
— brought on by Financial Cravings

] The Curse of Fear & Anxiety ... Lk 12:22-23, 29-33
The CURE for Financial Anxiety .... v. 33 ... "sell & GIVE"
. The Curse of 6reed — Running Hard but Never Satisfied ...

Hag 1:2-6 .... "Busy but Barren” .... "NEVER ENOCUGH!"

) The Curse of Stinginess ...

2 Cor 9:4-12 Now this l say, he who sows sParinglt_,} _w_|”_ also reap 5P8I’ingiﬁ, and he who sows
bountifung will also reap botmt:’gu”y. 7 F ach one must do ;ust as he has PUT’POSCO' in his

heart, not grudgingjg or under compulsion, for (yodloves a cheerdl giver.

Frov i 1:24 T here 1s one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, And there is one who

withholds what is iusfi‘td due, and yetit results onig in want.

. The Curse of "Unblessed Methods” ... their “Partial Tithe Practice” in Mal 3

— God Brings Discipline, Judgement, and Opposition on “Contrary Methods” that don't value
and embrace His Wisdom and Revelation ... Mal 1:9, 14

[ evzé:i4-20 Put il you do not obcg Me and do not carry out all these commandments, 15
iF_, instead, you rcjcct ij statutes, and ifﬂour soul abhors Mq ordinances se as not ta

carry out all My commandments, and so break My covenant, 18], in turn, will do this to
Y Y ) u : s
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you: I will aF\Point aver you a sudden terror, consumptior\ and lever that will waste away
the cyes and cause the soul to Pinc away; aiso, Yyous will sow your seed uscicssb, for
your enemics will eat it up. ! ?‘I will set Mg face against you so that you witl be struck
down before yaour enemies; and those who hate you will rule over you, and Hou will lee
when no one is Pursuing you. | 8'|f also after these t]ﬁings you do not o'oe_q Me. then |
will Punis[ﬁ you seven fimes more for your sins. 19'] will also break down your Pric]e. of

power; ] will also make your slcﬂ like iron and your earth like bronze.
Hag 1:7-11

— Why Does One Not Pay a Tithe or Contribute to the Kingdom's
Furtherance—

How 10 “Purt (GOD TO THE TEST” .... Mal 3:10

THE BLESSINGS FROM HOwW WE HANDLE MONEY

Frov 3:9-10 !’—Ionor the LORD from your wealth, and from the first of all your Proclucc; fQ
i&mur barns will be filled with F:'enty). and yourvats will overflow with new wine.

®  The Blessing of Guaranteeing Your Needs Will Be Met
Mal 3:10

Fhl] 4+:15-19 You Hoursercs alsa know, F!‘li!ippians, that at the first Prcadﬂ{ng of the gospel, after | left
Maccdonia, no church shared with me in the matter ofgiving and rcccivfng but you a!omc; i1 6 for
evenin Tl-mssa!om'ca you sent agi(t more than once for my needs. 17 Nc)f that I seek the giFt
itsell, but | seek for the Proﬂt which increases to your account. 18 But | have received evcrﬂthing
in full and have an a!)undancc; l am amplﬂ 5uPP11’e&j having received from Epaphrod'itus what you

have sent, a Fragrant aroma, an acceptch sacrificc, we|!~P|easing to Cjod 19 And my God will

supplg all your needs accorcling to I Iis riches in glorg in { hrist !csus.

®  The Blessing of Abundance

2 Cor 9:6-12 Now this | say, he wha sows sparingiﬂ will also reap 5Paring|5, and he who sows
]:;ountiFuHB will alsa reap bountifu”}j, 7 " ach one must do Just as he has Purposcd in his heart, not
gruc{gir\giﬁ or under comPulsion; for (Hod loves a chccrfui_givcr. 3 And (God is able to make all
grace abound to You, 50 that a|wa55 having all suﬁ:ic.iencg in everﬂthing, you may have an

aﬁ)unc‘lancc FOF (‘.VCT'_Lj SOOd ClICCCi;

]_ul(c 6:38 *{sive, and it will be given to you. T‘hctﬂ will pour into your !aP a goocl measure --- Presﬁe&

down, shaken togct}wcr, and running aver. {:or l)Lj your standard of measure it will be measured to

you in return.”
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®  The Blessing of Reaping More Than Money

Fs 41:1-3 owblessed is he who considers the hc:lp|css; Thel ORD will deliver him in a &ag of trauble.
2 The LORD will protect him and lcccp him alivc, And he shall be called blessed upon the carth;
Anc{ do not givc him over to the desire of his enemies. e} The | ORD will sustain him upon his
sickbed; |n his illness, You restore him to health.

2 Cor 9:10-12 Now Hc who suF»F»Zics seed to the sower and bread for food will suPP|H and multip|5 your

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your rigl‘ltcousncss; 11 you will be enriched in cvcrqthing

for all libcraiity, which througlﬂ usis Broc{ucing thanksgiving to { iod. 12 Forthe ministry of this

service is not onlg {ju]ib\ supp|5ing the needs of the saints, but is also ovcrﬂowing t}'lrough many

t]ﬂanksg)ivings to God.

(Gal 6:6-8 T he one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him. 7 Do
= 5 5
not be &cccivcd, C]ocl is not moc'kcc]; for whatever a man S50WS, this he will also reap- 8 f:or the one
who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the 5Pirit will

from the SPirit reap eternal life.

—"“Sowing to his own flesh & Reaping” — By Not Sharing with the One Who Teaches
— “Sowing to the Spirit & Reaping” — by Giving to the One Who Teaches





