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Saturday Celebration {1-28-06) “Preparing for the Next Chapter”
"The Malachi Challenge - PL. 1"

Malachi 3:1-12

Mal 3:3, 5 ... &od is in the business of CHANGING US —

Mal 3:6 ... a reference to God’s MERCY for HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE ... Chosen to be Changed

“te chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be lo|g{ and
blameless before Him» E_Ph 1:4
“those whom He Forckncwj Hc Prcdcstincc{ to be conformed to the imagc of his 5on”

Kom 8:29

Mal 3:7 ... The Call to RETURN — again a call of ASSESSMENT & ADJUSTMENT
— in what areas of my life have I DRIFTED or REBELLED or NEGLECTED what God has said

Mal 3:7-12 ... Interesting Starting Point for Returning — Our MONEYY

a man’s real nature, money is of first unportam:e, ‘Money is an. exact index to aman’s true character.
All through Seripture there is an intimate correlation between the development of a man’s character
and how he handles his money.” Richard Halverson (quoted in “Money, Possessions, & Eternity”,
p.15)

& Nay e ey R e TR S e
poss:ble, lest it should find its way into my heart.” ]ohn Wes[ey (quoted in “Money, Possesswns, &
Eternity”, p 225)

“ROBBING GOD?” ... Why was this act considered stealing?

ch 27:350-31 T hus all the tithe of the |anc], of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the
LORDS itis T’)oig tathe | ORD.

“GIVING THE LORD His DuUg”

1Chr 16:24-25, 28-31 .... Consider What This Passage Mandates That We Do:
v. 24 ... DECLARE His glory and works
v. 25 ... Hold God in AWE above anything else
v. 28 ... ASCRIBE
v. 29 ... WORSHIP
v. 31 ... BE GLAD
v. 31 ... Welcome His REIGN!!

PAYING A TITHE LIKE PAYING A “TRIBUTE”
. If we understand the principle of the tithe to the King (“paying tribute™), then we understand
why Malachi calls this "ROBBERY” — it’s really not ours to keep. Just because it is in our
possession doesn’t mean that it's mine!




Lakeview Christian Center
Series - “Preparing for the Next Chapter”

_ Btble Dtctwna'ry

tribute >noun 1 an act, statement, or gift that is intended to show gratitude, respect, or

admiration. 2 something resulting from and indicating the worth of something else: his victory

was a tribute to his persistence. 3 historical payment made periodically by a state to another
on which it is dependent

speak of rent to Him whe v\.r.ﬁs stnctly speakmg, the Owner..” Merill Unger, The New Unger s

as the possessor Cof all thmgs and we ate .H‘1s stewards. T:thmg has been &es1gﬁéd t remind us of
this great truth.” Kevin Conner, Tithes and Offerings, p. 47

(en 14:18-20

(Gen 28:20-22

- Abraham knew that God was the “Possessor of heaven and earth” and that his Victory
Came From God ... therefore he gave back a TENTH

- Jacob recognized that God provided to him food, garments, and protection and
responded by giving God a TENTH

IN WHAT WAYS ARE WE ROBBING GOD?

Robbing 6od of being TRUSTED
Mal 3:10"...put Me to the test” and see if you won't end up being blessed

r’rov B:9-10 Honor the LORD from your wcalth, and from the first of all your Producc;
10 So your bams will be Filled with Picntg, and your vats will overflow with new wine.

Robbing God of being CELEBRATED. .....
Robbing God of being Obeyed ......

Robbing God of the joy of blessing us ...

THE STATEMENT OUR PRACTICE OF GIVING IS MAKING ... Mal 1:6-14
— In this passage the “manner” of our giving touches the issue of God’s Greatness and Worthiness.

Not giving 1" ... Reveals Our PRIORITIES
Not giving significantly (10%) ... “Bring the full tithe”

Not giving sacrificially (Giving what you don't want or perhaps need - “the Blind, Lame,

and Poliuted™) ... Reveals the values operating in our lives {we sacrifice for what we value and
deem important or critical)



